
Modelli di treni esposti nel Padi-
glione G.

The front of the Littorina FIAT 
Aln 556.1202 – years 1936-1939 
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1852 18531849
23rd September. Pope Pius IX, the 
guest of King Ferdinand, visited the 
workshops.

18th May. The huge iron statue of 
Ferdinand II was cast at Pietrarsa.

Pietrarsa was at the height of its 
development and production capa-
cities: it was the largest industrial 
pole in Italy (44 yeas earlier than 
Breda and 57 years before Fiat). Al-
most 700 workers were employed 
there. Cast iron works produced at 

the factory were displayed in Naples 
at the Arts and Manufactured Go-
ods Exhibition of 1853. The Church 
Maria SS Immacolata, built opposite 
the entrance to the factory, opened 
its doors to the faithful.
After the demolition of the church 

four Littorine, so-called because they entered service during the 
1930s, coinciding with the birth of the town of Littoria, which is 
today known as Latina. With so many of this model built, it has left 
an indelible mark on the history of Italian train journeys.
Among the other items on display are the E.623 “ex Varesina” 
electrical multiple unit and three CC locomotives including the 
E.626, a highly versatile machine which served the national railways 
pulling both long goods trains and local or direct passenger trains.



Diesel locomotives D.341 and 
D.342 – years 1957-1963 



19

Pavilions D, E, F (formerly the forges, spring production, boiler pipes)

Pavilion D – diesel locomotives
Five diesel locomotives are on display in this area. The first is the 
D342.4011 with hydraulic transmission, built by Ansaldo/Breda, 
which contributed to the phasing out of steam traction on some 
lines. Electrical transmission was adopted in later models, as it 
was more suited to the sloping lines of the secondary FS network, 
and at Pietrarsa these models are represented by the D 341.1016 
locomotive. The diesel section ends with three shunting locomotives, 

including the 207 known as the sogliola (sole) due to its simple 
structure, a thin cabin running on four small tracks.

PAVILION E – cinema hall

1860 1861
for technical needs, the workers 
were permitted to build small taber-
nacles in every department, some of 
which can still be seen today.

Giuseppe Garibaldi visited Pietrar-
sa in September. He arrived unan-
nounced and asked a guard to show 
him around the complex. The Bou-
rbon Realm fell. Under united Italy, 
Pietrarsa was handed over to the 
Italian Government.

15th July. Engineer Sebastiano 
Grandis, appointed by the Go-
vernment to write a report on the 
former Bourbon factory in Pietrasa, 
criticised the site’s operations (ex-
cessive cost of materials and goods, 
overstaffing, distance from Naples 

station, and so on).
Grandis therefore advised against 
governmental management of the 
site and proposed that it be sold off 
or even demolished.



The historical hammer of Pietrarsa 
workshop - built in 1914
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PAVILION F – workshop tools 
This pavilion showcases a selection of giant machinery and tools 
from the old factory: the calender, used to bend the strong iron 
sheet; the milling machine used to drill the locomotive piston rods; 
two enormous trip hammers, which once ran on steam and later on 
compressed air.

1863 1875
The Government handed the mana-
gement of Pietrarsa over to the Bozza 
company which immediately imple-
mented a tough policy of redundancies 
and restrictions, causing discontent 
and protests among the workers. Vio-
lent outbreaks took place on 6th Au-

gust when 30 Bersaglieri opened fired 
on workers, causing the death of 7 pe-
ople and seriously injuring a further 20. 
After the bloody conflict, Bozza asked 
for the contract to be terminated. The 
factory was then handed over to the 
Società Nazionale di Industrie Meccani-

che (National Company of Mechanical 
Industries). In the 7 years of new mana-
gement, among other achievements, 
150 new locomotives were built and 
72 overhauls carried out. Despite this, 
the Società Nazionale could not resolve 
the factory’s financial difficulties.

In spite of the workshop’s burge-
oning international reputation (a 
freight locomotive built at Pietrarsa 
won a gold medal at the Vienna In-
ternational Exhibition of 1873), the 
workforce is reduced to 100.



Train models - 1980s 
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Pavilion G (formerly the Lathing room)

This pavilion, the oldest part of the site, was built in 1840. It is 
known as the “Cathedral” because of its magnificent, imposing 
pointed arches which contribute to its evocative, stately appearance. 
It houses many train models including the Bayard, one of the 
very first Italian locomotives, the three phase alternating current 
E.432 locomotive, the continuous current 3000 V E.428, with 
eight engines and a maximum speed of 130 km/h, the multiple 
unit ALe 880, the prototype of which was built in 1937, with an 

aerodynamic front cabin profile and, on the other end, a folding 
intercommunicating door which allowed passengers to move 
between carriages, the D.443, the prototype of which was built in 
1966 for use on non-electrified lines to replace the tired old steam 
trains, the diesel-hydraulic D.245 locomotive, which replaced the 
older tank locomotives for shunting purposes.
The pavilion displays models and various railway memorabilia 
including: the famous Trecentotreni model, 18 metres long 

19051877
In order to avoid closure of the complex, the 
state assumes direct management of Società 
Nazionale di Industrie Meccaniche and en-
trusts the running of the Pietrarsa and Gra-
nili factories to engineer Dionisio Passerini, 
who succeeds in turning them around wi-
thin a short space of time. The specialisation 

of machinery and workers leads to improved 
product quality and reduced costs. By 1885, 
the factories have manufactured a total of 
110 locomotives, 845 wagons, 280 carria-
ges, steam boilers and other railway equip-
ment. The locomotives built at Pietrarsa are 
used throughout the Italian rail network.

1 July. The Italian state takes over 
the national rail network and, con-
sequently, assumes control of the 
Pietrarsa and Granili facilities, which 
retain their railway specialisation. In 
order to improve industrial proces-
ses, a large-scale restructuring pro-

gramme is implemented, machinery 
is renovated and more modern and 
functional equipment is installed 
(1906 - 1915).



The square front end of the 
electrical locomotive E 432 - 
years 1927-1928



25

and more than 2 metres wide; the old bull head rails, resting on 
lava stone blocks which were used on the early railways before 
the introduction of the more modern sleepers. The pavilion also 
displays a range of objects and machinery from demolished train 
ferries. It includes some models of train ferry from the FS fleet.

1947 19661920 - 1930
Modernisation of the workshops 
continues and the entire workflow 
is reorganised to maximise output.

After the Second World War, the 
emergence of diesel and electric 
traction results in the rapid decline 
of steam locomotives, which are 
assigned exclusively to freight tran-
sport and subsidiary services. The 
end of steam is accompanied by 

the slow but inevitable decline of 
the Pietrarsa and Granili workshops, 
which are used solely for carrying 
out major repairs on the remaining 
steam locomotives in the FS fleet. 

The rapid rise to ascendancy of the new 
forms of traction forces Ferrovie dello 
Stato to consider the possibility of closing 
down the two historic Naples factories, 
which no longer meet the technical and 
functional needs of a large, modern rail 
operator.



The huge iron statue of 
Ferdinand II - 1852 
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1977 1982 19891975
15th November. the Workshops at 
Pietrarsa were officially closed. On 
December 20th the GR 640-088, 
the last locomotive to be overhau-
led at Pietrarsa, exited the factory.

A resolution of the FS Board of Di-
rectors allowed Pietrarsa to become 
the site of the first National Railway 
Museum.

19th June. The 290-319 is brought 
into the large, fully renovated for-
mer assembly shed, thus becoming 
the first locomotive to tell the story 
of steam and the birth of the Italian 
Railways to visitors.

7th October. The National Railway 
Museum of Pietrarsa was officially 
inaugurated to celebrate 150 years 
of the Italian Railways.

How to get there by train: The Museum can be reached by the 
metropolitan and regional trains of the Naples-Salerno line, stop at 
Pietrarsa-S. Giorgio a Cremano

Information and contact: The Museum is open to the public from 
Monday to Friday from 8.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Private visits on 
Saturdays and Sundays by arrangement; call 081 472003, or send 
an e-mail to: museoferroviariodipietrarsa@ferservizi.it

Tickets: Tickets cost € 5 (€ 3.50 for concessions). 
Free entry to children aged under 6, the over-65s and the disabled.



Piazza della Croce Rossa, 1
00161 Roma
www.ferroviedellostato.it

The national railway museum of Pietrarsa

Traversa Pietrarsa, 80146 Naples
Phone and Fax: 081.472003


